There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

14. Advent 2 — Light in the darkness

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we have been reflecting
on some important words of Jesus in the ‘Sermon on the Mount’, which Christians call the ‘Beatitudes’. As Advent
starts, we are going to return to the start of Jesus’ earthly life, and find out why preparing for Christmas is such an
important time in the Christian calendar.

This assembly continues in the season of Advent, using some words from the prophet Isaiah, which has a
special place in the heart of many Christians. The prophecies in this book, more than any other, point to the
coming of Jesus and it has often been called the ‘Old Testament Gospel’. The book contains many precious
promises for Christians, but it is the message of hope that Christians turn to during the season of Advent, as
they get ready for the mystery of Christmas. This collective worship focuses on Isaiah 9: verses 2,6&7, a
prophecy about some names for Jesus that show his character. Each slide contains some pondering questions,
so you might choose to take your time with the content this week and spread it over several days. If you do
this, you could focus on the light verses on slides 4&12 in one collective worship, and the other verses about
Jesus’ names across several days.

The first & final slides in the accompanying PowerPoint contain phrases that you might want to use before
you open a door in the online calendar - and afterwards.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?
@ Use this section to reference your school’s values with the concepts of Advent, a time of waiting and preparation, and
Incarnation.
Resources:
o The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation. Because of the photos included this week, a screen is the best
option for this collective worship. There are some key points in the script, which are in italics.

e You will need a birthday cake and candles — you may have a class version that you use, which would work well —and a candle
to light during the collective worship. This again could be your class candle. There is a video of a birthday cake included as
slide 2, but a real one would be far better!

e You will also need a strip of paper that you twist once and stick down to make a Mobius Strip. Instructions here.

e Reflective prayer activity: for the Advent period, we are providing reflection materials through our online Advent calendar,
which you can find using the links above, highlighted in yellow.

Gathering: |I|
Slide 1: Leader: As we light our Advent candle... [or, As we join together as a community]
All: May our time today show us something new, like light in the darkness.

Engaging:

e Slide 2: Show the picture/video, or better still, darken the room and bring in a lit birthday cake. %
You may have a class / school version that children are already familiar with. Talk about the
sense of expectancy; the anticipation of those moments before the cake appears. Is this an experience
just for the person with the birthday, or something that everyone at the party shares? In Advent,
Christians prepare for Jesus — who comes to bring light in the darkness.

e Slide 3: Being a messenger
Share experiences of taking messages e.g. from one class / teacher to another. How did it feel to have
this responsible job? What did you have to remember?

e Slide 4: Isaiah 9:2
Long before Jesus was born some messengers, called prophets, brought messages from God about what
the Great Rescuer would be like. A prophet called Isaiah was given these messages over 700 years
before Jesus was born. It helps to understand what the world was like for the Prophet Isaiah, who was
speaking to the people of God when they were far away from their homeland, and things felt very dark.
[You might like to talk about what we mean when we talk about the world being ‘dark’ i.e. not physically
dark, but living in hard times]
Listen to the words of hope that he shared:
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https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=1uiwq8a1ta0c7dn76sridohrumzys9yd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z30c5wvoS_s&feature=emb_logo

Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. And it shines upon everyone who lives in the
land of darkest shadows.

We will come back to this idea later on in our time together, and think about how it feels for there to be
light in dark times....

Isaiah’s messages remain some of the most important in the whole Bible in helping people to see what
this Great Rescuer would be like, so let’s hear some more words from Isaiah to find out more.....

e Slide 5: In this collective worship we will look at some of the names that the prophet Isaiah used to
describe the Great Rescuer, who Christians believe is Jesus. [You could read the text together and pick
out the key names, talking about the adjectives.] What other words do you think could’ve been used
instead?

I wonder how this Great Rescuer might be like a light in the darkness?

e Slide 6: His name will be Wonderful Counsellor: A counsellor gives advice, helps people to make
choices. Talk about the choices we make. Not just what fruit at snack time, but more difficult choices.
e.g. What we say to people..... If we will help someone.... Sensitively explore some of the more difficult
choices the children have made. [Be aware that where parents live apart children may feel that they
have to choose between parents.] Christians believe that Jesus will help them to make good choices.

e Slide 7: His name will be.....Powerful God: Christians believe that God is a mighty, powerful God. He
can do things that seem impossible to humans. He made the universe, including the stars millions of
light years away. How did Jesus show God’s power? What have you seen that might show Christians that
God is powerful? Are there times when you wish God would show his power more in our world?

e Slide 8: His name will be .....Father Who Lives Forever: Christians believe that God is with them for
ever; he loves like a good parent loves their child. [Be sensitive to the fact that not all children will have
a father in their lives, and some may have negative experiences of fathers. You may prefer to use the
word ‘parent’] This is a mobius strip [show it]. If you run your finger round it, it never ends. Invite a child
to come and run their hands around the strip showing that it never ends. How might it help Christians to
know that God is ‘everlasting’?

o Slide 9: His name will be ... Prince of Peace: There is so much war and conflict in our world. People find
it difficult to make and keep peace. Our own hearts are often not at peace, but anxious and worried.
Christians believe that Jesus brings peace — for them, and for our world.

e Slide 10: These are some more words from the prophet Isaiah. Christians believe that in God’s
kingdom, everyone is to be good and fair.....| wonder what that might look like? Christians are called to
bring God'’s Kingdom to earth here and now, in the way that they love and treat others. At Advent, they
will continue to pray ‘Your Kingdom come....”

e Slide 11: If you haven’t already done so, light a candle for children to see, or darken the room and
show your Advent candle, or the one on the slide]. Even a little bit of light lights up the darkness. Have
you ever been in a dark place when someone has lit a candle or a torch? How did it make you feel?

e Slide 12: John writes in his book in the New Testament part of the Bible that this prophecy is about
Jesus: ‘The true light that shines on everyone was coming into the world....The light shines in the
darkness and the darkness has not overcome it...." (John 1: v9 & v5) Christians believe that Jesus is the
Wonderful Counsellor, Powerful God, Father Who Lives Forever, Prince of Peace and Fair King. Jesus
came to be a light in the darkness — and His names bring light and hope into a dark world.

e But it doesn’t stop there, because followers of Jesus can be a part of God’s Kingdom on earth, and shine
God'’s light out of their lives, wherever they go.

Slide 13: Responding (and words for worship):
... We're going to have some quiet moments now to think about all the different things we’ve ‘
explored today..... o°
...think about the names of Jesus that we have looked at in this assembly.
...l wonder which one is the most important to you?....

HURCH
NG LIVE

@ The Topsy-Turvy, ‘How-to-be’-at(t)itudes 14. Advent 2 - Light in the darkness  Autumn 2024 ©Gljlid;0—rd



...l wonder which one you think is most important for Christians?....
...l wonder which one you think our world needs most this Christmas time? ....
....| wonder what it might mean for our lives to shine like lights in the darkness?....

Spend some time thinking in the stillness, watching the flame of your Advent candle flicker — and thinking
about the places where light needs to shine.

Slide 14: Use your hands to express this response

Light a candle in our world, O God (Thumbs-up symbol and wiggle thumb)
let it brighten our faces (Hands at side of the face and wiggle fingers)
that we may tell this world (Hands moving away from mouth)

the time is arriving (Point to watch on wrist)

when you will put on flesh (Mime putting on a coat)

and walk among us. (Draw a circle in front of you with both index fingers)

Slide 15: Amen

Sending: Slide 16 (You might want to use this slide throughout the Advent season to end your time »
together) \V
Leader: As we leave this place and time....

All: May the light of Advent shine brightly in our school today.

To sing:

City on a hill (with actions) (NBD) Walking in the light (POP UK)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTEadEftdnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Bmm4-MYkBk
https://www.popuk.org/membership-songs#block-9de122ca3febe131aff4

