There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

Expla @ Easter: Reflections <Cl)>

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community, serving the needs of our unique
school contexts. This special collective worship is designed to go at the end of your Easter ‘ExploRE’ Day. These are
new materials for an RE off-timetable day (or part-day, combined with a reflective prayer space option). This
collective worship is designed to round off your day together: it is NOT a show-and-tell opportunity, (though we will
create places for you to share some highlights), but rather an opportunity to collectively reflect on the day.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?
@ These materials deliberately reference your school’s vision and values during the reflective section and create an
opportunity for spiritual ‘wondering’ together on a piece of text from the Bible (John 3:16) that is highly valued by
Christians, relating to the events in the Easter story.

Resources:

e In addition to our usual gathering and sending slides, we are including a slide at the very start to help to ‘still’ pupils, and
help them to enter into the ‘sacred’ space of collective worship, ready to think, reflect, talk or pray. Take this at whatever
pace seems necessary for your pupils. It ends with a visual ‘timetable’, setting out some of the elements that will be
included in our time together, which we hope may help some pupils. You can also find these as cards to print out to use in
other collective worship if this helps you.

e The materials for our ExploRE Days also include the opportunity to extend RE learning into a more reflective space, which
you might want to set up in your hall, playground, or other large space and timetable it for classes during the day. You can
find all these materials on our website: Religious Education in Church Schools - Diocese of Guildford and on GDBE-Elevate:
GDBE elevate

e The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation.

e Use the video link on slide 10 [click on the picture to take you to the YouTube video, or here] to show a 2-minute version of
the Easter story. It’s a very simple retelling, but it communicates the message that many Christians believe is at the heart of
this challenging story. Pupils will have a chance to chat together about this — and as you would in RE, it’s important to value
the responses of all.

Gathering: |I|
Slide 1: Spring flowers stilling exercise

Use the stilling slide if desired: the suggested words should be spoken slowly, leaving pauses inbetween to create a
sense of stillness.

As you sit quietly, watch the spring flowers blowing gently in the breeze....[PAUSE]

Now practise slower breathing.....in.....and out.....in......and out.....keep this going as you continue to look at the
flowers....[PAUSE]

You maybe notice that you are feeling calmer and more relaxed....[PAUSE]

As you breathe, think about how it feels to be in this special/sacred space..... [PAUSE]

We come into this special / sacred space and time to be still....to think deeply.....to be together as a school
community.....

In our time together today, we will reflect on our ExploRE day together, watch a video, share some words and then
use them to help us to think as we end this day together.

But first, let's welcome one another as we begin....

Slide 2:
Leader: As we end this day together....
ALL: ....we bring our thoughts and our hearts into this sacred space.

Here are BSL actions for some of the words:
Leader’s words:
Gather: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/qather (1st video); Today: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/today (1% video)

Pupils’ response:
Thoughts: https.//www.signbsl.com/sign/thoughts (1% video); Hearts: https.//www.signbsl.com/sign/heart (15 video)

Explaster Collective Worship resources: Reflections Spring 2026 © Guigfect

ING CHURCH
MING LIVES


https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/religious-education-in-church-schools
https://gdbe-elevate.org/help?tab=re
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_5bdg5XV04&t=128s
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/gather
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/today
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/thoughts
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/heart

Engaging:
Slide 3: ExploRE Easter

Today, we have been exploring Easter in our school, and now we come together as a community to
reflect and be grateful.

about this story......and what we may have learned about ourselves......or about others......
Slide 4: In our school today, we have.....[remove any that don’t apply to your setting — we suggest you share
a photo of each on this slide]

* Used our emotions on a very special Easter egg hunt! (EYFS)

* Been on a pilgrimage together — and collected reminders in our pilgrim bags (KS1)

* Created landscapes that tell the whole story of Easter (LKS2)

* Directed and created live sculptures of the most important parts of the story (UKS2)

* Taken time to wonder about this story together (Reflective story & creative activities)
We are going to gather our thinking together now, with some wondering questions..... [Leave some space for
quiet reflection after each: if time allows, you could ask pupils to talk to the person next to them, or choose a
few children to share their thinking]
Slide 5: We have looked at the Easter story from lots of different angles. | wonder what has stood out for
you as you have examined it?.....
Slide 6: As you’ve journeyed through today, | wonder if you might have seen things in a different way?...
Slide 7: ...or how your thinking might have changed?
Slide 8: We have heard how Jesus gave his followers a simple way to remember him. ... wonder what
reminders you might take away from this day we’ve spent together?...
Slide 9: ....or what you think is the most important message in this story?
Slide 10: | wonder what you think is the most important message in this story?...
We are going to watch a 2-minute Lego® version of the Easter story now: as you watch, be thinking about
the question....[Use the video link [click on the picture to take you to the YouTube video] to show this 2-
minute version of the Easter story. You might also wish to give pupils time to chat together afterwards]
So, | wonder what conclusions we might have come to? [ask for some thoughts]
We're going to hear some words from the Bible now, words that were used in the video — words that help to
explain how a Christian might answer this question...
Slide 11: In John chapter 3 verse 16, it says this: God loved the world so much that he gave his Son,

For Christians, this is the message of Easter: that God gave Jesus as the priceless gift that would save the
world, mend all that had been broken and open the door to life that will last forever.....as you may recall
from your learning in RE, Christians call this salvation.

Slide 12: You might also remember these panels from Jacqui Parkinson’s exhibition, and the story of how
Adam and Eve listened to the snake in the garden, which spoiled God’s beautiful creation and brought
darkness into people’s hearts.....

Christians believe that Easter is God’s plan to fix the brokenness and darkness in our world.....

Slide 13: Responding and words for worship
Christians believe that the message of Easter is that Jesus’ death and resurrection fixed what was ‘
broken in people’s hearts and one day will fix all that is broken in creation, so all will be as it should ®
have been all along.....
Let’s just pause one final time and wonder together.....
...l wonder what you think about this message?....

....| wonder what difference it makes to how Christians live?....
We’re going to end our time together, and our Journey through Easter, with a blessing — which is a special
type of prayer.
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Slide 14: Prayer of blessing

It’s a blessing that is very old, probably from Ireland (which is one part of the British Isles) This blessing talks
about wishing someone well as they go on their journey....that their journey will be an easy one. This may
be an actual journey, but it could also mean the journey of people’s lives — and for us, as we end this school
day and journey home. As you listen, you might not understand every word, because the language is like a
poem, so I’'m going to use some pictures to help us. If you want to pray this with me, then find a way to
make these words your own....

[Try to leave a pause between each slide, and resist the urge to explain the words: let them sink in and let
the words and pictures ‘speak’ to children at whatever level they will absorb them, even if it’s only to enjoy
how they sound. Read it more than once if you think it will help.]

Slide 15: May the road rise up to meet you.

Slide 16: May the wind be always at your back.
Slide 17: May the sun shine warm on your face,
Slide 18:...the rains fall soft on your fields...

Slide 19:...and until we meet again,

Slide 20: May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
Slide 21: Amen

Sending: Slide 25

Leader: As we leave this place & time and continue our journeys... v
All: May God go with us! )

To listen to / sing:

Choose an Easter song from your school repertoire that fits with your day, or you could listen to ‘Sign your
cross’ by Nick and Becky Drake. There is also a new song for schools being launched on 27 February about
pilgrimage which would be brilliant for this day! Find out more here:
https://www.youtube.com/@SongsForSchoolOfficial
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https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=nick+and+becky+drake+sign+your+cross&mid=F753403F85B871179613F753403F85B871179613&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=nick+and+becky+drake+sign+your+cross&mid=F753403F85B871179613F753403F85B871179613&FORM=VIRE
https://www.youtube.com/@SongsForSchoolOfficial

